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CZECHOS LOVAX PAHTICIPAT IOH IN 13TH INTERNATIONAL 
CONGREia JF PURE AND APPLIED CHEMISTRY TH .qrnrifHnTM 


STAT 


Academician R. Brdicka, 
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences 


Vestnik Ceskosloven ske Akademie Ved 
Prague, Vol LXII, No Y/8, I953 


Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry, of which Czecho- 
air^7th 35 memher countries, held its 13th International Congress 

Scientific Commission Work Groups in Stockholm and 
^ August 1953- The main themes discussed were in the field 

to discussion groups, according 

addition, three groups held simultaneous 

Aft^n A, macromolecules, which continued 

after 4 August 1954 in Uppsala. 

secretary of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, and 
Academician R. Brdlcka, member of the International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry, represented the Czechoslovak Chemical Association, which is now 
attached to the Chemical Section of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences. 

The congress, attended by some 1,500 delegates from 28 member countries, 
opened in the Concert Hall of Stockholm on 29 July 1953. prof L. Pauling of 
Pas^ena gave the opening lecture on "Stochastical Method and the Structure 
Of Proteins. Among those present were the following; Prof T. Svedberg 

congress; Prof A. Tiselius, president of the union; 
Prof E. W. H. Steacie, president of the Physical Chemistry Section of tte 
union; and nine Nobel Prize winners . Delegates from member countries filled 
the front rows of the auditorium. 

The USSR was represented by Academician M. M. Dubinin; G. S. Zhdanov; 

U. Kaverzneva; and Dr K. T. Poroshin. Czechoslovak, Hungarian, GDR, 
and Polish delegations represented the People's Democracies. 

afternoon of the opening day, reports and lectures were delivered 
according to schedule. The main topics covered in the physical chemistry 

concentrate on the fields of the thermodynamics, electrocheiistry, 
colloidal cnemistry, reaction kinetics, the chemistry^ of ^ 
irce rauicais, pnotocnemistry, ana tne structure of matter. Important for 

Czechoslovakia was the fact that 3 half-days were devoted to polarography 
by the electrochemistry group. The group was to be presided over by Academi- 
cian J. Heyrovsky, originator of polarography, who was scheduled to present 
two original works. Despite his absence from the congress, Heyrovsky was 
made honorary chairman of the group. 

Academician Brdicka read a report on the determination of velocity 
constants of reaction proceeding at polarographic electrode. In his lecture 
Brdicka reported the latest results achieved in studying that problem, which ^ 
ne originated and has been working on for the past 10 years with his coworkers. 
The Prague school has successfully maintained its high world-wide standing 
ahead of American, German, Japanese, and French authors in this field, mainly 
because of the work of Dr J. Koutecky, whose rigid mathematical concept of 
the problem was found to be the best. 

A report on " Potent iome trie Determination of Sodium by Glass Electrode” 
by 0. Tomlcek, corresponding member of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences 
was read, in the author’s absence, to the electrochemistry group, ' 
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On tiic morni ng of* t i 

gts-E S",” 

materials tested. Success?^r-,f'[ state orthe 

pure state facilitated thei^ idenuacat?f compounds in their 

iRtlc physical constants and also according to their character- 

of explanation of their 

^ans of infrared spectroscopy. The cl^ clarified by 

esL tL Sroups clarifief fn'® " ^^sq^itcrpenes on 

if th. “"s Cited severf tf <!“sstlons of their biogen- 

In the opening lecture by Prof i b, f evaluated very highly 

Acart^ f terpene chemistry, 'as f rf ’ cenouned Swiss expert ^in 

Academician Sorm was selected^o presldf specialist in his field, 

V afternoon. Preside over the discussion group in the 

Some 300 papers were read at th. 

bound-abstracts. The reports of published in 

were published in French bv thfs^ f scientists, given in Russian 

free of charge to delegates at thf^*"^ Sciences USSR and distributed 
g ven at the seminars in Stockholm “aoromolecules , 

- in ibf 

conml^lo^ «t Sr^tSe f spicf of tlTuTr T'' scientific 

Commission Work Groups of the^nion of Scientific 

Symbols and Terminology in PhvslrfV * . “s'st’er of the Commission on 

f “ ">eetlng of that coLissiofwf f '’J; Brdlcka particl- 

P ys cal chemistry compounds rgfff 

Clf Stockholm, onf f fhe ifhf ^ =0"eress during 

City Hall. Several parties vPT-ia < chnica^ Museum and the other at the 
Uppsala for selected'^rf u" o/lftlllH StockholfanT 

visits to scientific institutions andf nf ustrf f Lt^f 

by tbriB:f :f and''"''"' 

about current problems in indivldf ounf “aaful orientation 

Slovak participation in the congres- ^ 100 ^- 0 ^ believed that Czecho- 
in the Internatlonai forum and will rfiirmf Czechoslovak science 
on of new contacts with outstanding foreign speff if 
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